Spring 2016
ASAN 308 / POLS 308 (WI and O) Chinese Political Economy, MW 130-245pm, KUY 310
Kate Zhou
Department of Political Science
University of Hawaii at Manoa

Office: Sanders 609
Phone: 956-8777
katezhou@hawaii.edu

I. COURSE DESCRIPTION
This is an interdisciplinary review and analysis of the social, political and development issues in
contemporary China. The unique characteristics of these issues are born out of the particular mode of
production and developmental policies China adopted. Over more than half of a century of development,
China has experimented with various strategies with differing results. To provide a historical
background, this course reviews the major development periods in recent history.
In order to understand the current developmental issues, this course reviews the specific conditions of
the China's transformation. First, contemporary China is a Third World nation, progressing through
industrialization, dualism, urbanization and resource constraint. Second, contemporary Chinese
development either reflects or rebels against its historical heritage and cultural context. Third, China is
undergoing a fundamental political economic transition - Economic Reform, which addresses to the
structural deficiencies of socialism and adapts into market economy. Fourth, China's 'Open-Door' policy
directs its production into the global network. Globalization, while fueling economic growth, has major
impacts to domestic affairs. This course identifies and discusses key transformation developmental
issues under these three transitional conditions.
The most striking event in contemporary Chinese development is the radical change from a centralized
socialist economy to a global market economy. Necessarily, much of the economic power is transferred
from the state to the society, The expansion of the domain of the society extends beyond the economic
to the social and political spheres. The institutional adjustments and the state devolution give rise to
complex political and social adjustments. This course examines the most prominent areas of interaction
between state and society.
i. OBJECTIVES AND STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES
1. Students can demonstrate a basic understanding of the interrelationship of society, politics,
economy, policies, history and culture in contemporary China.
i. Demonstrate an understanding of major issues in transitional China.
ii. Be able to discuss key issues in contemporary China's society and politics.
iii. Be able to explain the impacts of the global forces and international critiques on China's social
change
and governance.
2. Students can demonstrate an understanding of the key literature and issues on society and politics
in
contemporary China.
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i. Demonstrate recognition of key literatures, views and debates on society and politics in
contemporary
China.
ii. Be able to develop a critical understanding on key issues on society and politics in
contemporary
China.
3. Students can develop an in-depth understanding of a selected topic in contemporary China's
society and
politics.
i. Demonstrate the ability to develop a set of relevant literature on the selected topic.
ii. Be able to analyze the selected topic with appropriate method.
iii. Be able to develop a scholarly understanding and argument on the selected topic.
4. Students can develop writing skills in recording, presenting, and analyzing:
i. visual images.
ii. written materials.
iii. individual understanding and perception.

ii. LEARNING OUTCOME
Upon completion of the course, students should be able to:
1. Gain an informed understanding of the conditions and problems in contemporary China's society
and
politics.
2. Discern and compare the different views and positions on social and political issues in
contemporary
China.
3. Analyze specific state society relationship issues in contemporary China.
4. Acquire writing skills to express the knowledge learnt.
5. Each student will receive specific feedback, critiquing, and grading of the oral communication and
written assignments or activities from the instructor.
iii. ORGANIZATION
1. This course has 3 parts, and covers 13 topics.
2. Students are expected to have taken ASAN 201, or POLS 306, or equivalent.
3. The format of class sessions uses both lectures and seminars. Students are expected to read at
least the
required readings, and their participation with critical comment and review discussion are
encouraged.
The grading in the course work for the overall assessment will reflect the oral presentation and
seminar
discussion.
iv. REQUIREMENT AND GRADE
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This is a Writing Intensive and Oral course, and has three types of writing assignments. The grade
percentage distribution is as follows:
1. Video Written and Oral Review
(See Section III. 1.)
oral presentation
10%
paper
20%

30%

2. Reading Review Paper
40%
(See Section III. 2.)
oral presentation
10%
paper
30%
3. Final written and Oral Examination
(See Section III. 3.)
oral presentation
10%
paper
20%

30%

Attendance Policy: Absence limits participation, and is disrespectful to classmates who make
presentations. Students are responsible to attend all classes, unless they are seriously ill. Attendance will
be taken in every session. Late arrival of 20 minutes or more will be counted as absence. Absence will
be counted negatively in the final grade. Downgrading starts after absence of two sessions without
previous approval. First absence after the allowance incurs a deduction of 5% of total grade. Additional
absence will further downgrade at 5% increment.
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II. COURSE TOPICS
Introduction & Overview

Instructor

PART I. ERAS OF SOCIALIST TRANSFORMATION
1. Socialist Development under Mao: Pre-Reform

Lecture

2. Market Transition after Mao: Economic Reform

Lecture

PART II. REGULATING TRANSFORMTION DEVELOPMENT
3. Population, Birth Control & Migration

Reading Review/Lecture

4. Natural Resource & Environment

Reading Review/Lecture

5. Foreign Investment & Trade

Reading Review/Lecture

6. Cities & Urban Growth

Reading Review/Lecture

7. Rural Society

Reading Review/Lecture

PART III. NEGOTIATION BETWEEN STATE & SOCIETY
8. Religions

Reading Review/Lecture

9. Intellectuals

Reading Review/Lecture

10. Media/Internet Politics

Reading Review/Lecture

11 Family & Gender

Reading Review/Lecture

12. Minorities & Border Regions

Reading Review/Lecture

13. Globalization & National Identity

Reading Review/Lecture
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III. GUIDE FOR WRITING ASSIGNMENTS
Each assignment is to perform a specific set of conceptual and writing skills. The Video Review records
visual images and relates them to written and verbal information from readings and lectures. Students
will form groups (3 students per group) to do oral and power-point presentations. The Reading Review
develops technique for summarizing and synthesizing diverse reading material, and ability to analyze,
evaluate and explore new idea. Each student will do a 15-minute presentation for the assigned reading.
The Essay and oral Examinations direct students to compose intellectual dialogues and critical
comments.
1. VIDEO REVIEW
1. The course makes use of the visual images to demonstrate the reality of Chinese development and
politics. They also provide subjects for discussion. After the selected videos are shown, there will be a
45 min. class discussion. The written video review is a summary and analysis of the visual experience
summarizing the visual narrative, and analyzing its relevance and relations to lectures and readings. The
review should include:
A. General Review
a. describe the overall objectives and theme of the video,
b. how well the video achieves its objectives,
c. how visually effective is the video.
B. Specific Discussion
a. identify the most striking and the most pointless scenes,
b. explain how these scenes contribute to or distract from the overall objectives.
C. Conclusion
a. evaluate the overall visual impact,
b. evaluate the educational value of the video.
The video review (1,500 words, 6 pages) must be submitted one week after the presentation.
Each student must sign up for oral presentation the second week of the class.
Late submission incurs a grade deduction.
2. READING REVIEW PAPER
The reading review paper is based on all required readings within one of the course topics (in IV.
Reading List). These readings present different views and often draw different conclusions. Students can
assess the required readings in the Laulima files (see the Reading List instruction). Based on the
readings, the paper includes a summary report, and an exposition of the topic. There are three working
stages:
A. Sign up for selected topic by Week 3.
Select a topic from the Course Topics List #3-14. Topics are assigned on a 'first come, first serve'
basis.
No more than four students can sign up for the same topic.
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Students are urged to discuss this assignment individually with one of the instructors, when
preparing for the review. Arrange individual discussion sessions with an instructor.
For the oral presentation, each student presents one paper. The first three signers will decide on
the individual required reading between themselves. The last signer will be assigned one of the
optional readings by the instructor.
The paper should include:
a. a summary and synthesis of the required readings,
b. the theme and focus of the discussion'
c. a comparative analysis: explain the differences between readings, and assess their comparative
merits/shortcomings and usefulness,
d. a conclusion: explain how well the readings help you in understanding the topic, and suggest
questions for
further exploration.
The paper should be typed, and double spaced (2,500 words, 10 pages). Students present orally and
submit Reading Review Papers in the respective sessions and lead discussion. Late submission incurs a
grade deduction.
If a student wishes to revise the Reading Review Paper, the paper must be submitted one week after
lecture of that week, allowing sufficient time for comments and revision. Papers submitted after that
week cannot be revised and will receive comments and final grade only.
3. FINAL ESSAY AND ORAL EXAMINATION
This assignment is a take-home exam. The Essay Examination requires analytic discussions on two
essay questions. The two essay questions are related to the selected course topics. There will be a week
oral examination based on the students’ written exams. The professor will give the exam questions back
to students while doing the oral exams.
The two essays allow students to further develop the debates and deepen their perception and
understanding.
The essay exam questions are given at the 14th week of the semester (2 pages for each question; 1,000
words, 4 pages for the entire Essay Exam).
A. Distribute Essay Exam Questions in Week 15.
B. Submit Essay Exam Paper before the Examination Week.
4. Feed Back Interaction
The class will encourage interact between the instructor and students at everal different stages of writing
assignments.
1. The beginning/idea stage for Video presentation and essay review: Outline/thesis: students are
required to send the instructor one page outline for the assignment. This stage makes sure that students
understand the theme of the video for oral presentation and key concepts for the readings. This will help
students to organize ideas.
2. Rough Draft: Students will be encouraged to send a rough draft one month before the due date for
writing assignments: The instructor will make comments in terms of the effectiveness. Students will
know if readers will be given enough information.3. Students will be encouraged to use the writing
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center in terms of polishing the draft in terms of noticeable spelling or grammar, margins, footnotes, and
formatting.
4. The instructor will answer students’ questions to clarify the assignment and suggestions for
improvement
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IV. READING LIST
* Required Reading
Students have a free access to the Course Reader files (Required Readings only):
1. Log into Laulima system <laulima.hawaii.edu> or click the Laulima icon on MyUH
<myuh.hawaii.edu>.
2. Click on the tab, labeled ASAN-308-001 [MAN.77625.fall 14] or POLS-308-002 [MAN77733.
Spring 14],
corresponding to the course number you have registered.
3. Click on 'Resources' (listed on the left side) and the files are organized by topics, as in this Course
Outline.
4. A copyright message appears when you click on a file. Click 'I agree' to open it.
1. SOCIALIST DEVELOPMENT UNDER MAO: PRE-REFORM (Jan. 11-13)
* Readings on Great Leap Famine
Yang Jisheng, Tombstone: The Great Chinese Famine, 1958-1962
Kate Zhou, How The Farmers Changed China, Chapter 2.
Lynn White, Careers in Shanghai :The Social Guidance of Personal Energies in a Developing
Chinese City, 1949-1966. (introduction and conclusion)
Video: Mao Years
2. MARKET TRANSITION AFTER MAO: ECONOMIC REFORM (Jan. 20-25)
Sun Sheng Han, Shanghai between State and Market in Urban Transformation. Urban Stud October
2000 vol. 37 no. 11 2091-2112
Kate Zhou, How The Farmers Changed China, Chapters 3 and 4.
Paul Gregory and Kate Zhou, “Why China Won and Russia Lost”, Policy Review, January 2010.
http://www.hoover.org/publications/policyreview/72997307.html
Video: China - The Economy | Watch Tavis Smiley Online | PBS Video
3. POPULATION BIRTH CONTROL & MIGRATION (Jan. 27-Feb. 1st)
The Economist, “Mothers in China,” Mar 4th 2010. http://www.economist.com/node/15603722
Kate Zhou, How The Farmers Changed China, Chapters 6 and 7.
Video: Population: China's One Child Policy /http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V0cQIlHlKxM
China's population and wealth growth: Shanghai. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sf-7k54H2Cg
The High Cost of China's One-Child Policy/http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n-_06DyfRoo
4. NATURAL RESOURCE & ENVIRONMENT (Feb. 3rd -8)
Opinion: Chinese Environment, PBS
http://www.pbs.org/kqed/chinainside/nature/environment.html
Naughton (2007), The Chinese Economy, pp. 487-504.
Chow (2002), China's Economic Transformation
Video: Mikkal E. Herberg on China's Energy Future/http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NtMW_aa-r1I
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5. FOREIGN INVESTMENT & TRADE (Feb. 10-17)
Kiss/Zhou, (2011), Chinese New Burden in Africa.
Ye, Min, (2014), Chinese invests overseas.
Zhou, Kate (2009), China's Long March to Freedom: Grassroots Modernization, New Brunswick:
Transaction Publishers. pp. 185-242.
Video: 1. Niall Ferguson: The 6 killer apps of
prosperity/http://www.ted.com/talks/niall_ferguson_the_6_killer_apps_of_prosperity.html
2. Shanghai Free Trade Zones http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Skwt15YIuK0
6. Chinese Foreign Policy (Feb. 22-24)
Pei, Mingxin Domestic Changes in China and Implitications for American Policy
Wang Jishi, US-China relations.
Susan Shirt, China: Fragile Superpower.
Video: Susan Shirt, China: Fragile Superpower./http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IbLl5QrOsa4
7. RURAL SOCIETY (Feb. 29-March 2)
* Fan, Jie, Thomas Heberer, and Wolfgang Taubmann (2006), Rural China: Economic and Social
Change in the Late Twentieth Century, Armonk, NY: M.E. Sharpe. pp. 86-139.
Kate Zhou, How the Farmers Changed China, introduction, chapters 1, 5 and conclusion.
Video : The Household Responsibility System.
http://video.answers.com/household-responsibility-system-in-rural-china-460501960
8. Democracy/Civil Society (March 7-9)
Zhou, Kate (2009), China's Long March to Freedom: Grassroots Modernization, New Brunswick:
Transaction Publishers. Chapter 4:
Lynn White, Diverse Routs to Democracy.
Guest lecture, Prof. Jiang will come to give a lecture.
Video: Yasheng Huang: Does democracy stifle economic
growth?/http://www.ted.com/talks/yasheng_huang.html
9. INTELLECTUALS (March 14-16)
Catherine Vance Yeh Shanghai Love: Courtesans, Intellectuals, and Entertainment Culture,
1850-191.
Dreyer, (2008), China's Political System: Modernization and Tradition. pp. 257-275.
Liu, Meiru (2001), Intellectual Dissents in China, Lewiston, NY: The Edwin Mellen Press. pp. 782.
Guest Speak: Dr. Keli'i Akina, the director of the Grassroot Institute
Video: Ai Weiwei detained. Here is his TED film
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MVnH8ou3Kd4
10. MEDIA/INTERNET (March 28-30)
Wu, Guoguang, “All the news, all the politics,” 2014.
Steve/Kate, How The Internet is Changing China.
Zhou, Kate (2009), China's Long March to Freedom: Grassroots Modernization, New Brunswick:
Transaction Publishers. pp.133-183.
Guest Speaker: Shanghai Daily,
Video: Rebecca MacKinnon: Let's take back the
Internet!http://www.ted.com/talks/rebecca_mackinnon_let_s_take_back_the_internet.html
9

2. Mediamarkt Moving Into Shanghai
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i50VAExWVwU
11. FAMILY & GENDER (April 4th-6th)
* Bossen, Laurel (1999), ‘Women and Development’, in Gamer, Understanding Contemporary China.
pp. 293-320.
Kate Zhou, How The Farmers Changed China, Chapter 8.
Zhou, Kate (2009), China's Long March to Freedom: Grassroots Modernization, New Brunswick:
Transaction Publishers. pp.133-183.
2. Xiaoli Zhou comes from Shanghai, The Women's Kingdom: In China, how free can a woman be?
http://www.pbs.org/frontlineworld/rough/2005/07/introduction_to.html
guest Speaker: Lily Sun
12. MINORITY & BORDER REGIONS (April 11-13)
* Dreyer, (2008), China's Political System: Modernization and Tradition. pp. 277-301.
* Mackerras, Colin (2006), 'Ethnic Minorities', in Tubilewicz, Critical Issues in Contemporary China,
pp. 167-192.
Guest Speaker: Yilamu, Ph.D student UHM
13. GLOBALIZATION & NATIONAL IDENTITY (April 18-20)
Linsun Cheng, Globalization and Shanghai Model: A Retrospective
and Prospective Analysis.
http://www.lindenwood.edu/jigs/docs/volume4Issue1/essays/59-80.pdf
Hughes, Christopher R. (2006), Chinese Nationalism in the Global Era, New York: Routledge. Pp.92121.
Zhou, Kate (2009), China's Long March to Freedom: Grassroots Modernization, New Brunswick:
Transaction Publishers.
Video: Robyn Meredith, China’s dream for its own future/http://blog.ted.com/2012/06/26/chinas-dreamfor-its-own-future-robyn-meredith-at-tedglobal2012/
14. The Rise and Future of China (April 25-May 4th)
Martin Jacques: China as an Economic Superpower (43 pages)
Martin Jacques: When China Rules the World (50 pages)
Video: Martin Jacques: Understanding the rise of China
Zhou, Kate (2009), China's Long March to Freedom: Grassroots Modernization, New Brunswick:
Transaction Publishers. pp. 185-242.
Videos: http://www.ted.com/talks/martin_jacques_understanding_the_rise_of_china.html
Martin Jacques: The Eight Differences That Define China (20 pages)
The Economist Forum: China's future and growth
http://youtu.be/yWiVRCmUdnQ
Why It's Time to Worry about China's Economy - WSJ.com
http://live.wsj.com/video/why-it-time-to-worry-about-china-economy/2727D4B2-8B89-4AF7-965864A93020E529.html#!2727D4B2-8B89-4AF7-9658-64A93020E529
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